many's former satellites. At the same time, the U.S.S.R.
reckons fully with the fact that in the last period of the war,
as a result of democratic transformations, the countries
which had been allied to Hitler Germany took a new path,
and in some cases rendered the Allied states no inconsider-
able assistance in the struggle for the complete elimination of
the German aggressor. For this- reason the Soviet Union
recognizes that these states should compensate the damage
they caused not in full, but only in part, to a definite and
limited extent.
On the other hand, the Soviet Union disc<fu-ntlhaiifGs all
attempts to impose upon Germany's, former satellites any
form of outside interference in their -economic life, and bars
such demands on these countries and such pressure on these
nations as would be incompatible with their state sovereignty
and national dignity. This will be ea'sily seen from a perusal
of the texts of the armistice agreements with Rumania,
Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland, which were 'published in
full directly they were signed. During the past period, on
the initiative of the Soviet Government, the terms of the
armistice agreements were mitigated in a number of ways,
which is explained by a desire to make it easier for these
countries to set foot on the path of po'stwar economic and
general national revival; The peace treaties with these coun-
tries should also be basted on this* principle.
It was not accidental that Germany's former satellites
were countries of a fascist or semi-fa'sci&t type. The Italy of
Mussolini, as we know, was part of the Hitler Axis. Rumania
and Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland came unde^tbe control
of Hitler agentstjjvjbio.,drew ihese states into war"against the
democratic
The second world war was umea^eawf'rftSCRin, and
came to an 'end only when fascism had been broken and de-
feated. Now we know that in our times fascism and aggres-
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